



Minutes of the  Bures Sportsground Committee Meeting 11th May 2026 
held in the Committee Room, Bures Community Centre 

Present: Cllrs Jackson (in the chair), Jones, Norton, Giles Bures St Mary; Cllrs Keeble-Fox, Welch Bures Hamlet; Chris Crace, Cricket Club; Philip Gough, Tennis Club 
One member of the public

1.5.26	 	Apologies for absence  
Richard Shackell, holiday; Glen Taylor, Football Club rep, work commitment. Apologies were accepted by the meeting.
 
2.5.26	 	Register of Interests and Dispensation Requests  
No ‘Pecuniary’ and ‘Non-pecuniary’ interests and Dispensation requests received.
 
3.5.26	 	Public Forum  Nothing raised
 
4.5.26	 	Minutes of the meeting of 9th March 2026 confirmed and signed as a correct record (previously circulated). 
 
5.5.26		 Matters arising which do not appear elsewhere on the agenda 

a.	Youth shelter – the previously suggested position is on Bevills Estate land. It was suggested that the shelter be close to where it is at present provided that it can’t be used to access the roof of the groundsman’s shed and that the mower is not inconvenienced. The cost of reinstallation was budgeted for as part of the Wheeled Sport Area project. 

b.	Memorial benches  
Cllr Jackson reported that Susan Ashdown has chosen the site next to the Millennium path for the bench in memory of Basil and Pat Pilgrim. Val Sayer has agreed the site next to the Old Vicarage wall. Dean Manning has the benches in hand with the first bench due to be installed this week.  
   
6.5.26	 	Police and Anti-social behaviour 
 
a.	CCTV – Richard Shackell – no news

b.	PSPO  Update – Cllrs Jackson and Keeble Fox met Victoria Sargeant, Communities Officer, ASB and Rachael Young, Community Safety Manager for Babergh on site to discuss. Due to the improved situation with regard to ASB on the recreation ground, Bures no longer meets the criteria for a PSPO. Vicky Sargeant asked to be kept informed of any ASB and other crime on the field. She was sent the crime number for the damage detailed under point c.  

c.	Criminal damage to the railings of the wheeled sport area – on the evening of 31st March persons unknown levered a metal flagpole between the railings of the platform to the Wheeled Sport area causing bars to bend and welds to break. This was reported to the police as criminal damage. 

d.	Update on the arson – the person arrested for burglary and then questioned as a suspect in the arson events denied involvement. No further progress has been made. 

e.	Byelaws – it had been suggested by members of the public that it was not acceptable for scantily clad young people to be wandering around Bures in times of hot weather. An opinion has been sought from SALC. 

7.5.26		Safety Surfacing repairs
Playquip began the repairs on 22nd April. On return on the 23rd, they found that the mend had failed. The Chair met the workers on site to discuss the problem. It appeared to be that some of the surfacing is too old to stay adhered to the repair. 
Cllr Jackson met Peter Sander on 29th April to discuss the way forward. The committee had previously agreed the repair of the surfacing for all items in the Junior play area at a cost of £4,591.60 + VAT
The proposal now is to replace 20 linear m @ 500mm wide to the roundabout at a cost of 
£ 2,435.00 and to replace 10m @150mm and 10m @ 350mm to the cradle swing at a cost of £1,560.00. Cllr Norton proposed and Cllr Welch seconded that the new proposal be accepted. The swings and chin up bars would need completely new surfacing at a later date. The recent Annual Play Inspection Company report lists the issues as low risk. 
  
8.5.26	 	Football Club Matters   
 
a.    The Football Club has set up a new system for paying invoices. The rent was paid by return. The Chair was asked to check whether the club had continued with the staggered start times for matches. The club will also be reminded to ask players not to knock the mud off their boots on the patio slabs at the back of the hall.  These are both issues for the new season.
	 
9.5.26		 Cricket Club Matters  
           
a.	    Demolition of the remains of the pavilion – Weavers have been given the contract for the demolition and removal of the remains of the old pavilion. They have been asked to notify the committee before commencing. Appropriate safety measures to be taken when the work is underway. Lee Norton has cut off the electricity supply to the site. He will provide a certificate for this. The planning application for the new pavilion will be submitted shortly. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
b.	   Use of the Tractor shed – The club has had equipment donated. It was agreed between meetings that this could be stored in the Groundsman’s shed (previously the Tractor shed) Keys have been cut and one now held by the club and one by Cllr Keeble-Fox in case of urgent access. 

c.	   Netting along the rookery boundary – The Cricket Club has asked for permission to use a specialist netting along the boundary with the rookery. This was agreed between meetings.
 
10.5.26	Tennis Club Matters  

a.	Tennis Club has been meeting on Monday evenings with between 2 and 10 attending. The net needed sorting out after having been taken down for netball or basketball. Mr Gough asked that, if anyone was seen taking the net down, they should be advised to ask how this should be done properly to avoid damage. The Chair only knew of the school use and then Mr Newstead had taken the net down and put it up again with no issues.	

11.5.26 	Income generation     
 	
a.	Recycling credits £2,613.00 the final payment from Babergh has been received.

b.	Royal Mail and In-post Lockers 
Ricoh, on behalf of Royal Mail, has carried out a survey of both the area inside the current recycling area – where the paper and card banks are currently and the area by the fence next to the green box. The paper and card banks are due for removal this week. The meeting agreed that Royal Mail should proceed using the space inside the recycling area vacated by the paper and card banks. A set amount for electricity will be agreed between the committee and the Cricket Club.
The Ricoh engineer and Lorna Turner, both suggested that a block of another company’s locker would be advisable, as users of these services like to have the options on one site. In-post has not responded to a request for a site visit. It was agreed that when the recycling usage of the area has settled down, another bank could be considered. 

12.5.26  	Events / Bookings  
 
a.	Bures Music Festival	6th -12th July + setting up and taking down time 

The meeting agreed the terms of the Hire and Conditions document for signing by the Chair, Gill Jackson and George Bruxner of the BMF. It was agreed that the charge would remain at £900.

b.	Football Club Fun Day   6th June – no further details

13.5.26	Correspondence 

No items received

14.5.26	 Finance  
 
a.	Finance & Budget Monitoring Report – signed by the Chair and Cllr Keeble-Fox.  

b.	To note bank reconciliation report and verifying bank statements –signed by Chairman and Cllr Keeble-Fox.  
c.	Rents – all paid up  to date
d.	Insurance –  3 year policy agreed last year. Papers were circulated prior to the meeting. All agreed that the renewal be accepted. Gallagher be asked to change the address on the documents.

15.5.26	Internal Audit		
£175 has been paid to BB Associates as the fee for the audit. All issues checked by the audit were recorded as met.

16.5.26	Sports Ground Inspections and maintenance  
 
a.	Councillor’s report – Cllr Welch mentioned the poor state of the table in the play area, the corroded chequerplate on the Voyager and the basketball nets. All theses items were also picked up by the Play Inspection Company report.
b.	To report on items raised from previous inspections – all picked up under a. and c.
c.	Play Inspection Company Report – medium risk items to be addressed – adult gym, Voyager, trampoline, basketball net, wheeled sport area.
Adult gym needs 4 bump stops on the health walker and 8 on the sky stepper. These would be £360 +VAT. Playquip would charge £290+ VAT to fit them. It was agreed that the bump stops be purchased but not fitted by Playquip.
Playquip will glue down the trampoline edge when they complete the wet pour repairs. 
Cllr Giles offered to reattach the basketball nets.
Robert Chambers kindly removed the damaged panel, straightened the bent railings and welded the railings to the frame before bolting it back in place and painting with galvanise type paint. Many thanks to Robert for carrying out such an excellent job.

d.	Items requiring maintenance  - surfacing see item 7, fences – Nigel has been asked to repair the fence to the Millennium bridge and the fence to the right of the field gate from the car park.
e.	Volunteer tasks – painting
Rust-Oleum Combi-colour gloss from Online Playgrounds costs £55 +VAT for a 2.5 litre tin. It was agreed that one can be bought first to be sure of its suitability. A date will be set for a party of volunteers to paint the equipment.
 
17.5.26  	To report on Contract works 
 
a.	To report on works completed: grass cutting, grounds maintenance. Rhett Mills contact details have been shared with Carl Wright, Bures Cricket Club to ensure that the grass is cut at the best time for matches.

b.	Operational Inspection reports – Weekly check reports from Nigel Norton circulated  
 
18.5.26  	Brief information & exchange for next agenda items 
Cllr Keeble-Fox suggested that the committee should thank Cliff for picking litter on the recreation ground each morning. It was also acknowledged that Cllr Norton regularly litter picks the area and he was thanked for this. Cllr Keeble Fox had cleared the BBQ slabs. She requested that the letters be repainted as they are now illegible. 

The meeting closed at 8.40pm
 
Date of next meeting:  13th July 2026 to be held at Bures Community Centre, Nayland Road at 7.30pm 
Future dates booked: 14th Sept and 9th Nov 2026. 11th Jan and 8th March 2027
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