BURES HAMLET PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk to the Council – Mrs Jenny Wright

38 The Paddocks, Bures CO8 5DF

Tel: 01787 227750 E-mail: ossiejen@aol.com 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 14th JANUARY 2013 AT THE GARRAD ROOM,

BURES COMMUNITY CENTRE, NAYLAND ROAD AT 8.00PM

Present:

Cllrs D Lee, J Weavers, C Barnham, A Ryman, 
G Jackson (Bures St Mary PC), A Shelton (BDC)


In the Chair:

Cllr D Lee
Clerk:


Mrs Jenny Wright

Also Present:

5 parishioners plus PCSO Warren Brown

1/01/13  Apologies for Absence

  Apologies received from Cllr J O’Sullivan (on hols), Cllr D Matthews (unwell)

  Also received from Cllr D Finch (ECC), P Darlington (Village Agent)

2/01/13  Declaration of Interests


  To receive any ‘personal’ or ‘personal and prejudicial’ interests relating to items

  on the agenda. None declared.

3/01/13  Minutes 

The minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting of 19th November 2012 were 

approved as a correct record. 

4/01/13  Public Forum – 15 minutes maximum public participation 
      3 minutes for individual contributions unless longer required
 Mrs Fagioli raised her concerns regarding fishermen from Colne Fishing Club 
 urinating publicly, PCSO Warren Brown had referred the complaint to Suffolk Police.

 Cllr Jackson, Bures St Mary PC Chairman agreed the Clerk should forward the 

 complaint to her Clerk to progress it forward to the Water Bailiff and Colne Fishing Club.
 Further concerns were raised regarding the visibility for motorists exiting the footpath
 leading from Normandie Way and The Paddocks into Colchester Road. Shrubs planted

 along frontage of the adjacent property were obstructing the view of other motorists

 and children. This issue had been previously investigated by ECC Highways but the 

 Clerk agreed further investigation was needed.

 The BDC Dog Warden had visited the Colchester Road/Millennium footbridge paths 

 and reported that he did not feel there was a need for more signage. After further 
 complaints he agreed to revisit and monitor the situation.

 The parish council had received numerous complaints regarding parking issues arising 

 from the Mucky Races event. The Chairman  stated that the parish council had a duty 

 to say that if another event took place then the issues must not be allowed to happen 

 again. Karl Weavers, site owner was in attendance and advised that there would be no 

 further events as it had become too popular for the site.

 The Clerk had received several complaints of dog fouling on the sportsground.  Colin 
 Lorkings suggested that the dog waste bag dispensers on the Suffolk side were too 

 regularly empty and this was causing dog walkers to take more bags from the Essex

 side to compensate. Cllr Jackson, Chairman Bures St Mary PC agreed to follow up on

 this issue. Clerk to follow up also.
5/01/13 Police Report

             PCSO was in attendance and gave the following report: He had monitored the parking

             issue at the Swan PH area but had not found any serious problems to follow up on.

             There had been an increase in reported crimes for the last two months – 2 Nuisance

             Vehicle, 2 Burglary Other, 1 Burglary Dwelling, 1 Assault, 1 Suspects on Premises,

             1 Suspicious Circumstances.
6/01/13 District/County Councillor Reports

 County Councillor: No report.

 Press releases December –Council Tax discounts on second homes and Council Tax 

 benefit changes – circulated.
 District Councillor: Cllr Shelton gave a short report: Main items: Encouragement to Parish 

 Councils to submit bids for grants for youth projects. BDC looking at Ward Boundaries

 thus with a view to reducing wards and district councillors. 61% recycling rate achieved.

 A review of the Breast Screening bus site may result in it moving from Halstead to 
 Braintree.  ECC was holding meetings with parish councils to discuss its Superfast

 Broadband (BDUK) Project.  Still looking into resurrecting the parish cluster meetings 

 and Broadband could be a topic. This could be raised at the Summit meeting at Braintree on

 31st January. The Chairman thanked Cllr Shelton for his part in the Scout Group receiving a
 large donation from BDC for its scout hut extension project.

 The Chairman raised his concern that BDC planners had not taken the parish councils

 views fully into account when giving its approval to the recent Ferriers Lane site application.
 Cllr Shelton advised the Chairman to request a reply to the original letter sent to BDC

 planning department.

 The Chairman agreed to attend the Public Consultation on the BDC Draft Site Allocations
 and Development Management Plan to be held at Earls Colne Village Hall on the 15th 

 January and would report to the next meeting.

7/01/13 Highways 
             1)   Junction at Bridge Street/Colchester Road/Station Hill –  the Clerk had submitted
 proposals to the Local Highways Panel for a central refuge at Colchester Road.

2) Parking restrictions at Bridge Street – Clerk to consult with residents in Bridge Street 

before the parish council agrees to submit a request for double yellow lines. Highways Manager had agreed to re-paint the single yellow line as soon as weather permitted.

Resident had agreed to purchase and place a free standing sign to advise drivers not to restrict the access to the rear of the buildings.

              3)  Street light repairs –  all street lights not working had been reported. 

Street light No. 5 Station Hill still not repaired, first reported March. Cllr Finch (ECC)
had followed up and Clerk had received notification that cables now sheathed and tree

pruned ready for the repair works to proceed.

 4) Winter Salt Bag Scheme – salt had been received. Chris Mortimer had salted on

      Clerk’s instruction – 3 times cost £75 plus sandbags placed on the Essex Knoll for use.
It was noted that Chris Mortimer had his own insurance cover. Regular weather 

updates had been received from ECC and circulated to those on emailing list.

5) Damaged sign Bridge Street – the Clerk had requested ECC to re-site the sign on to 

an existing post instead of fixing back in its original location.

6) Collapsed drain Cambridge Way – repaired. Broken kerb at 35 Normandie Way -

       ECC identified as low priority non urgent defect. Clerk would follow up.
7) Flooding at Colne Road – Clerk had reported but would follow up again.

8) Highways Compulsory Land Purchase – Clerk to investigate scheme and to look

at areas in the parish which may be appropriate for purchase.

9) Construction of ‘bridge’ to rear of Bridge Street – Clerk had contacted ECC 

       Watercourse Regulations department for their comments. No reply to date.
8/01/13  Joint Emergency Plan


   Bures Hamlet Chairman David Lee had progressed the plan forward. Letters had been 

sent out to various premises and businesses in St Mary and Bures Hamlet to communicate

the production of the Resilience Plan and its procedures in the event of an emergency 
locally. Some responses had been received. Draft letters also prepared to be sent to

all residents to notify them of the plan.

               The Clerk had completed a BDC Emergency Planning Parish Vulnerable Groups list. 
  9/01/13  Localism and Community Support Officer


    A joint parish council meeting had been arranged for the 28th January with Jan Cole.

    All parish councillors and district councillors to be invited. 


    Chairman and Clerk to attend the BDC Parish & Town Council Summitt on 31st January.

10/01/13 Grounds Maintenance Contract

   BDC Local Highways Liaison Group recommended devolving responsibility for 

   undertaking minor highway works to Parish & Town Councils, using their own resources

   (labour & equipment etc). BDC Street Clean requested specific works which the parish


   council may wish to carry out if unallocated funds via ECC became available in the 

  
   current financial year. Clerk had put forward a list of items to BDC.


   The Clerk had circulated a breakdown of costs for proposed works via Chris Mortimer 


   Grounds Maintenance for 2013/14 seasons along with costs of grants to be received from


   Greenfields and Street Clean Agreement as part reimbursement of costs.  This was 


   accepted and it was also agreed not to proceed with a formal Grounds Maintenance 


   Agreement with Chris Mortimer.

11/01/13  Items for update report to members and follow up 

1)  Community Centre annual telephone line rental agreement – it was agreed that the parish council would meet 50% of the land line costs for the financial year 2013/14 and a review would be made following the completion of the Community Centre loan in the
next financial year.

2)  Millennium footpath repair – Clerk had received a quotation from T5 Building and she was in the process of applying to the Big Society Lottery Fund for a grant.
3)  Bures Common – an Open Meeting of the Trust to be held in March. A Barn Dance
to be held on 1st February.  Volunteers to erect fencing during January.  A red hawthorn had been planted on the Common.

4) Bures in Bloom – it was agreed not to follow up on this for 2013/14. More interest
would need to be gained if to proceed in 2014.
5)  Vacant garage site – nothing further to report as car wash still on site.
6)   Flyposting measures – all satisfactory.
                 7)   Development of open space at Cambridge Way – nothing further to report.  Clerk

still following up.

8) Request for skip in village for paint tins collection – it was agreed to put forward the 
suggestion to Bures St Mary PC and if in favour then the Clerk would advertise and check on costs for a one off skip hire.

12/01/13 Finance


   Finance report – circulated and noted 


   Parish Council precept 2013/14 to BDC approved and signed following receipt of 

   information on Localising Support for Council Tax Grant.

   Clerk’s request to HM Revenue & Custom for any overpayment of tax paid in 2011/12

   to be offset against tax due in 2012/13 had been agreed.

  
   The following payments have been met prior to meeting:
Chq 101713

Mrs J Wright

              
 £45.38

Chq 101714

Mrs J Wright


  
 £294.03

Chq 101715

H M Revenue & Customs

 £56.00

Chq 101716

A & J Lighting 
  

 £112.06

Chq 101717

Bures Community Centre

 £43.80

Chq 101718

S.L.C.C.


  
 £100.00

Chq 101719

Chris Mortimer


 £240.00

Chq 101720

Mrs J Wright


   
 £350.03

Chq 101721

Mrs J Wright)


   
 £51.54

Chq 101722

Chris Mortimer


 £126.00

   The following payments were agreed at meeting:

Chq 101723

Bures Community Centre 

£39.00

Chq 101724

Bures St Mary PC 


£4912.57

Chq 101725

Mr Alan Beales 


£45.00


   Income received prior to meeting:
   None
13/01/13 Physical Risk Assessment Report

 
   Cllr O’Sullivan reported all satisfactory. 
14/01/13 Clerk’s Report and General Correspondence to note

   Circulated and attached.  

15/01/13 Planning  

Application: 12/01485/FUL Wood Cottage, Lower Jennies Lane – erection of two storey rear extension plus associated works

Approved: 12/00305/TPOCON 20A The Paddocks – to carry works to trees

Approved: 12/01335/FUL The Smallholding, Ferriers Lane – siting of static caravan on site approved for brick and tile building
16/01/13 Reports


   Bures St Mary PC: The parish council had committed to a PWLB loan to upgrade

   all parish street lighting. A defibrillator to be put in the telephone kiosk near the post


   office. BHPC agreed to donate £200 to this project.  Bures St Mary Parish Clerk 


   resigning. Ken Jackson agreed to be Tree Warden.
  Cemetery: Party wall agreement now set up with owners of land adjacent to the

  cemetery and would be re-drawn along with new photographs after wall repairs 

  completed. Cemetery wall repaired and fencing being erected.  Planning application
  for change of use of land submitted to Babergh DC.

  Sportsground: No report.
              Community Centre: A new caretaker in place. Grants being obtained for ‘cine’ 

  equipment. It had been agreed to accept the proposal that the two parish councils would


  meet the cost of the land line and the Management Committee would pay the hire of the


  telephone box. A review of costs to be made next financial year when the Community 


  Centre loan had been paid in full.

  Rights of Way: 3 matters reported to ECC - ROW Colne Road over the railway line to

  The Paddocks – barbed wire placed along fencing which may be a risk to walkers.


  ROW 27 is ploughed and planted and needs to be reinstated.


  Byeway 25 between Pricketts Hall and Balls Road is totally blocked by flooding and 


  more wotk is necessary to allow it to be passable.
  Tree Warden:  There had been one ash tree reported with dieback disease. 
  Two trees along the Millennium footpath near the Colchester Road gateway needed 
  attention. Clerk to follow up.

 Station Adopters: Report circulated to all members and parishioners in attendance.

 A plan of ownership of land at the station also circulated and held on file.
 Transport: Nothing to report.

 NHW: Matters of concern from Police and Braintree Neighbourhood Watch circulated 

 to all on mailing list.

 Bures Primary School: The Clerk had contacted the Head Teacher and she agreed to

 speak to the Governors to discuss best solution for information on the school to be

 received by Bures Hamlet Parish Council. Clerk still following up. It was noted that the
 Head Teacher was due to retire this year and the parish council would show its 

 recognition of her service to the school and community at that time.
17/01/13  Information Exchange/Next Agenda Items

 Information Exchange: The Clerk was compiling a list of persons interested in

 carrying out minor repairs/carpentry/painting works for the parish council and the

 cemetery. Advert to be placed in the parish magazine.
 It was noted that there were several dangerous pot holes along Colchester Road and the
 Clerk would follow up on this. The white linage needed re-painting along Sudbury
 Road.  Cllr Jackson noted this for action.
             Next Agenda Items: 
None.
18/01/13 Date of Next Meeting

Annual Parish Meeting and Parish Council meeting – Monday 18th March 2013 at The Garrad Room, Bures Community Centre at 8.00pm.  Refreshments at 7.45pm.

The meeting closed at 10.15pm

Signed………………………………
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